
Message from Interim Moderator 

As your Interim Moderator I want to assure you of the ongoing support of the Church in these 

difficult times, even though we cannot gather together for services and meetings.  Contact with 

each other is important for our general welfare and is normally taken for granted in our rural 

area.  While our physical contact is now severely curtailed because many people are confined to 

the house because of health considerations and those who are allowed out have to self-

distance, there are other ways in which we can support each other. 

In a rural area the concept of “neighbour” is not confined to just people who live next door.  

Our idea of neighbourly belonging extends to great distances where we keep a neighbourly eye 

on each other. That is something we can continue to do – even though our actions may be 

limited. 

Visiting has to be carefully carried out and many of us are restricted in how we can go out from 

our homes.  Phones, computer and the internet are available and can be used positively. 

Through the Church, the elders will be looking after those who are in their district. 

There is also an offer on the Church website. If any of our members or friends, need any kind 
of support to pick up supplies or medicines, please contact Fiona on 07803 171007 in the first 
instance and we will do what we can. 

The one thing we’ll miss is coming together for worship.  The Church of Scotland website can 
point you to services.  There are services on the BBC TV & Radio. 

I was due to conduct the service in Ruthwell next Sunday before the AGM.  I’m continuing my 
preparation of the service and it will be put onto this website as a PDF for those who want to 
share it. 

Rev Gerald Moule is our Locum.  He normally conducts services and does pastoral work and 
visiting. While these are curtailed, he can still contact you and speak to you by phone.  Don’t 
hesitate to contact him. His number is 01683 220667 and his email is: gmoule@hotmail.co.uk. 

Understandably, our thoughts become fearful at this time. We wonder what might happen to us 
or our loved ones.  We wonder how we will cope with the restrictions and isolation.  We should 
pray for ourselves, for those we love and those around us. 

The best thing we can do is remember the strength we have from our Faith. We have the Good 
News that God cares for us and loves us.  This was made known to us by Jesus in his Life and 
Death on the Cross.  At this moment we are commemorating the last few weeks of Jesus’ life as 
he was approaching the Cross – which killed him – but gave us new life. 

One of the readings most used in recent weeks has been Psalm 23 – where we read: 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff they comfort me. 

We have the certainty of knowing that God is with us wherever we are and whatever is 
happening to us. 

God bless us all, 

Bill Holland 
Interim Moderator 

Websites: 

Ruthwell Church: http://www.ruthwellkirk.org.uk/ 

Church of Scotland: https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/ 

http://www.ruthwellkirk.org.uk/
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/

